
A.   Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF 

EDUCATION – 5 November 2015 

 

The Washington County Board of Education met in regular session at 6:30 p.m. on 5 November 

2015 in the Board Room of the Central Office.  Those present were Chairman Todd Ganger, 

Vice-chairman Jack Leonard, Keith Ervin, Mary Lo Silvers, Clarence Mabe, Phillip McLain, 

David Hammond, Annette Buchanan and Mike Masters.   

 

Mr. Ganger called the meeting to order. 

 

After a moment of silence, Mr. Ervin led the pledge to the flag. 

 

Mr. Ganger welcomed guests and recognized Administrators and County Commissioners. 

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval of the meeting agenda.  Ms. Buchanan seconded the motion 

which carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval of the consent agenda.  Mr. Mabe seconded the motion which 

carried unanimously on roll call vote:  yes votes - Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, 

Silvers, Ervin, Buchanan, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Dykes introduced West View Principal Dr. Patton Gamble.  Dr. Gamble in turn introduced 

music teacher Caleb Shaw. 

 

Mr. Shaw presented fourth graders who sang patriotic songs in honor of Veterans Day.  

 

The Director introduced the tenured teachers that had been approved for tenure status at the 

October Board meeting and presented each with a certificate for their achievement.   

 

The Director introduced Ridgeview Principal, Peggy Greene.  He announced Ms. Greene was 

recently chosen as Tennessee’s Principal of the Year for 2015 - 2016.  Mr. Dykes presented Ms. 

Greene an Atta-Girl award in recognition of her exceptional leadership at Ridgeview Elementary 

School.  

 

Mr. Dykes introduced Jamie Spencer and Ron Bargatze of Hewlett Spencer. 

 

The Board received an overview of the Hewlett Spencer Company and the services they would 

provide as owner advocates with a building program. 

 

The Director presented the Compliance Report for consideration. 

 

Mr. Ervin moved for approval of the Compliance Report.  Mr. Mabe seconded the motion which 

carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, 

Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, and Ganger.  

 

Mr. Dykes said the 2014 – 2015 State Report Card had been released.  The Board viewed a 

PowerPoint presentation showing the K-8 results and how Washington County ranked among the 

surrounding school systems.  The District earned A’s for achievement in the four core subject 

areas.  He noted Washington County ranked highest among the area county school systems.  He 

also noted the graduation rate was 88.8% and the ACT was 19.7 both above the state and 

national average.  Mr. Dykes relayed the modest per pupil expenditure for Washington County 

compared to other systems and the state.    He emphasized that in order to maintain achievement 

and increase growth it is imperative for the school system to receive additional operating funds.   

 



Mr. Dykes shared news articles from the month of October featuring the school system. 

 

The Chairman introduced Tennessee School Boards Association Director, Dr. Tammy Grissom. 

 

Dr. Grissom provided the Board an interim report on the Director of Schools search. 

 

Dr. Grissom gave a brief overview of the report and noted that candidate criteria was included 

for the Board to consider.  The criteria was created from input received at meetings  conducted 

by TSBA with the community, Board, Commissioners, Mayors, school system employees as 

well as input from a survey provided online.   

 

Mr. McLain moved to approve the criteria.  Mr. Masters seconded the motion which carried 

without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes - Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, 

Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, and Ganger. 

 

Dr. Grissom gave the Board a draft brochure to be distributed in advertising the Director’s 

position.   

 

Dr. Grissom said the report also included procedures for the search process for the Board’s 

consideration. 

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval of the procedures.  Mr. Hammond seconded the motion which 

carried unanimously on roll call vote:  yes votes – McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, Silvers, 

Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, and Ganger. 

 

Following a brief recess, Mr. Ganger called the meeting back to order. 

 

The Board received a presentation and request from Jessica Gourley, David Crockett High 

School Culinary Advisor, for a field trip to Italy and Greece in the summer of 2017.   

 

Mr. McLain made a motion to approve the trip.  Mr. Ervin seconded the motion which carried on 

roll call vote; yes votes – Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, Buchanan, Ervin, and 

Ganger; no votes - Silvers. 

 

Mr. McLain presented the Facilities Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Mr. Hammond seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval of the committee’s recommendation for the cleaning and 

painting of the drivit and other painted surfaces on the exterior of the building to be included in 

the scope of work at West View Elementary.  Ms. Buchanan seconded the motion which carried 

without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Mabe, Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, 

Ervin, Hammond, McLain, and Ganger.   

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval of the committee’s recommendation to respond to Gray United 

Methodist Church with a counter proposal to enter into the parking lot lease for a ten year period 

at the payment of $13,900 contingent upon the attorney’s approval of the proposal.  Mr. Mabe 

seconded the motion which carried on roll call vote:  yes votes – Hammond, McLain, Mabe, 

Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Buchanan; opposing – Ervin and Ganger. 

 

(Show Facilities Committee Report) 

 

 

 



Mr. Leonard presented the Finance Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Mr. Hammond seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Mr. Leonard moved for approval of the General Fund Financial Statement for the month of 

September.  Mr. Ervin seconded the motion which carried unanimously on roll call vote:  yes 

votes – Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, Mabe, and Ganger.  

 

Mr. Leonard moved for approval of the Committee’s recommendation for payment of an invoice 

from Beeson, Lusk & Street for the evaluation of Boones Creek Elementary and Boones Creek 

Middle at the cost of $9,637 with payment from the bond proceeds.  Ms. Silvers seconded the 

motion which carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Masters, Silvers, Ervin, 

Mabe, Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, Leonard, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Leonard moved for approval of the Committee’s recommendation for reimbursement to the 

maintenance line in the amount of $18,760.95, out of the bond proceeds, for the purchase of 

technology furniture.   Ms. Silvers seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll 

call vote:  yes votes – Mabe, Masters, Silvers, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, Leonard, 

and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Leonard made a motion to allow an architect to move forward with the design and prep of 

West View Elementary roof and HVAC project with a cost of $65,000 to be drawn from the 

bond proceeds if necessary.  Mr. Hammond seconded the motion which carried without 

opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Masters, Silvers, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, 

Leonard, Mabe, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Leonard made a motion to transfer two surplus mini-buses to the Sheriff’s Department at a 

nominal fee of $1.  Mr. Ervin seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll call 

vote:  yes votes – Silvers, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, Leonard, Mabe, Masters, and 

Ganger. 

 

Mr. Leonard made a motion to refurbish the lockers at Jonesborough Middle School at the 

estimated cost of $16,000 with funds from the bond proceeds.  Mr. Mabe seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously on roll call vote:  yes votes – Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, 

Leonard, Mabe, Masters, Silvers, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Leonard made a motion to purchase thirty-four digital cameras for bus upgrades in the 

amount of $44,200 with funds from bond proceeds.  Mr. Masters seconded the motion which 

carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, 

Leonard, Mabe, Masters, Silvers, Ervin, and Ganger. 

 

(Show Finance Committee Report) 

 

Ms. Buchanan presented the Policy Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Mr. Leonard seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Ms. Buchanan moved to waive first reading and pass on second reading amended Policy 6.413 – 

Sudden Cardiac Arrest Prevention.  Ms. Silvers seconded the motion which carried without 

opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – McLain, Buchanan, Leonard, Mabe, Masters, Silvers, 

Ervin, Hammond, and Ganger. 

 

 

 



Ms. Buchanan moved for approval of Policy 4.706 – Graduation Requirements on second 

reading.  Mr. Masters seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll call vote:  

yes votes – Buchanan, Leonard, Mabe, Masters, Silvers, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, and Ganger. 

 

(Show Policy Committee Report and Policies 6.413, 4.706) 

 

Dr. Bill Flanary presented the textbook selection committee for Instruction Technology, grades 

9-12 for consideration.   

 

Ms. Silvers moved for approval of the committee.  Mr. McLain seconded the motion which 

carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Leonard, Mabe, Masters, Silvers, Ervin, 

Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, and Ganger. 

 

(Show Textbook Committee) 

 

Dr. Flanary presented three bus advertisements for the Board’s consideration.   

 

Mr. Masters moved to approve the three advertisements.  Mr. Leonard seconded the motion 

which carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Mabe, Masters, Silvers, Ervin, 

Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, Leonard, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Ganger presented the 2015 – 2016 - 2017 – 2018 Washington County Board of Education 

and Washington County Education Association Memorandum of Understanding for approval.   

 

Mr. Leonard moved for approval of the MOU.  Mr. Hammond seconded the motion which 

carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Masters, Silvers, Ervin, Hammond, 

McLain, Buchanan, Leonard, Mabe, and Ganger. 

 

WCEA Representative Leisa Lusk said the MOU was a good process – long process.  She 

expressed appreciation to the Board for their efforts with the MOU. 

 

Round Table Discussion: 

 

Ervin Good meeting. 

 Enjoyed the kids singing tonight. 

 A good friend, Jeff Aiken, also a Daniel Boone High School graduate, was named 

the new Farm Bureau President for Tennessee.  A wonderful thing. 

  

Leonard Great meeting. 

 Enjoyed the students from West View performance. 

 Thank you to all Veterans. 

 Happy with the Report Card, great for the system. 

 Receiving more funding will help the system. 

 The BEP Review Committee has made some good recommendations. 

 I’m glad we have the MOU.  Great to work together. 

 Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

Masters Good meeting. 

 Congratulations to the teachers who received tenure. 

 Congratulations to Peggy Greene. 

 Thank you Mr. Dykes for the work you have done towards the sewer grant. 

 Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

 



 

 

 

Buchanan The fourth graders from West View did well singing. 

 I’m glad teachers are recognized at the Board meetings. 

 The rapport Peggy Greene has with students – wish all shared that.  

 

McLain Proud of Peggy Greene.  Proud of all Principals. 

 Makes me proud to see all A’s on the report card. 

 Enjoyed the West View students singing. 

 Enjoyed “In the News.” 

 

Mabe Kids singing tonight were awesome. 

Teachers that received tenure is awesome. 

Group of teachers and administrators performing above average with average 

means – do a great job. 

Good meeting. 

 

Silvers  Enjoyed the students from West View.  Happy to see them give recognition to our  

  Country. 

Wonderful about the tenured teachers – took hard work.  Means so much the nice 

things Mr. Dykes said about each one. 

Peggy Greene – out of approximately 1700 schools in Tennessee, wonderful she 

was chosen as the Principal of the Year!  We knew she was great – now everyone 

knows. 

I’ve seen a lot of Superintendents, but Mr. Dykes is the best.  I appreciate his 

efforts with the county commission.   

   

Hammond I am proud to be a part of this school system that honors our country and 

Veterans. 

 The Report Card speaks for itself. 

 I am sold on Pre K programs – it makes a difference.  I would like to see the 

Board send a resolution in January or February to the General Assembly to 

oppose any cuts to Pre K programs. 

 Happy Thanksgiving. 

   

Ganger Congratulations to Peggy Greene. 

 We are having good attendance at our meeting -administrators, WCEA, and 

commissioners are coming; believe we are starting to come together as a whole.  I 

commend the Board for reaching out as well – attending meetings and functions. 

 Thank you to Ms. Buchanan for volunteering to serve on the joint Task Force. 

 Thank you Mr. Dykes for your report tonight – it was an honest and passionate 

report about continued needs in this school system - you may be retiring soon, but 

you still have “fire in your belly.” 

With the annual Christmas dinner following the December meeting, if no one 

opposes the meeting will begin at 5:00 p.m. 

The Health, Education, and Welfare Committee made a request to have a joint 

meeting with the Board.   

 

Following discussion of possible dates, the Board chose to offer 6:30 p.m. the week of December 

7
th

 or 14
th

. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 


